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A SHORT ESSAY ON THE CREDULITY OF INFIDELS, 


PARADOXICAL as it may appear, it is nevertheless a fact capa- 
ble of the clearest proof, that extreme credulity is a leading fea- 
ture of Infidelity. Infidels, indeed, do not seem to be aware of 
this: Hence, with an air of superior sagacity, or a sneer of su- 
preme contempt, they cither severely censure, or affect to pity 
their fellow-men for believing the Gospel. They say, Christians 
believe without sufficient evidence : but we retort the charge with 
ten-fold force, and affirm that Infidels believe contrary to noon-day 
evidence. In support of their charge, they declaim indecently on 
the Incarnation of the Son of God ;—deride the Prophets as for- 
tune-tellers ;—abuse Jesus Christ as an impostor ;—call his mira- 
cles mere juggling tricks ;—brand the Apostles with the odious 


epithets of knaves and fools,—and pity or insult the weakness of © 


those who believe them. In the mean time, they compliment 
themselves *on their extraordinary powers and attainments, and 
boast of having risen superior to the prejudices of education, and 


the prevalence of opinion and profession. 
Re. 


We, on the other hand, deny that there is any thing in the 
Incarnation of the Saviour more incomprehensible than there is in 
the Creation of the first man, the first. sheep, or the first grass- 
hopper, and challenge our opponents to prove the contrary. We 
regard the Prophets as good men inspired by God: As good, be- 
cause all their writings tend to. the promotion of piety and moral- 
ity; and as inspired by God because they foretold, hundreds of 
years before-hand, divers events which have actually come to pass 
at the time, in the place, and with all the circumstances predict- 


ed. We reason thus: A knowledge of the future unnecessitated 
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actions of moral agents, is not the prerogative of any creature, 
but of God alone ; therefore, when such actions are predicted, and 
take place accordingly, it is a demonstration that the person who 
predicted them, was moved by the Spirit of God, to whom alone 
futurity is naked and open. 

The enemies of Christianity contend that its Founder was an 
impostor. How do they substantiate this charge ? Where are their 
demonstrations, their proofs, or even their presumptions? We 
challenge all the Deists in the universe to produce one evidence 
of imposture against the blessed Jesus. Did he impose upon the 
Shepherds at the moment of his birth by producing in the air the 
appearance of a “ multitude of the heavenly host?” Did he 
impose upon the eastern Sages by discovering to them a new and 
itinerant star, by which they were directed to the stable at Bethle- 
hem? Did he impose upon the multitude on the banks of Jordan, 
by causing a Voice to be heard from ueaven, saying, This is 
my beloved Son?” When he fed the multitudes, cleansed the 
lepers, gave sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, speech to the 
dumb, and feet tothe lame? When he healed the sick, and rais- 
ed the dead with a word, was this all imposition? Were these 
the works of an impostor ? Besides, impostors are all influenced 
by some worldly motive. But to what worldly motive can the 
conduct of the insulted Jesus be attributed ? To the love of riches ? 
These he despised. To the desire of pleasure? He exemplified in 
his own spotless life continual self-denial and mortification. To a 
regard for honour ? Never could any more easily have ascended 
the very pinnacle of fame. The Jews expected a deliverer, and 
his miracles not only raised their admiration, but excited a gene- 
tal persuasion that he was the person appointed to effect ‘their 
deliverance from the Roman yoke. Hence they attempted by 
force to make him their king. But he refused the honour intend- 
ed him, and continued to expose himself to reproach and shames 
“ He made himself of no reputation.” 
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Infidelity requires of all its votaries, faith in the following Arti- 
vles. The Prophets were madmen, yet they foretold with the 
greatest precision events which, after the lapse of many ages, 
exactly came to pass. Jesus Christ was an impostor, yet he was 
a good man, nor was there ever one evidence of imposture proved 
against him;—The Apostles were foolsy yet, on any occasions, 
they silenced, by dint of argument, their wisest opponents :—They 
were artful Anaves, yet they had nothing in prospect but persecw- 
tion in all its terrific forms. ‘ Bonds, imprisonment, and death, 
continually awaited them.”—The Jews, who beheld the miracles 
of Jesus and his Apostles, were all deceived, although these mira» 
cles were the immediate objects of their senses. . For instance :—~ 
The blind man was deceived when he received his sight; the 
paralytic when he was cured of the palsy; the lepers when they 
were cleansed ; Lazarus when he was raised from the dead ; and 
all the witnesses of these things were completely imposed upon, 
for it was nothing but mere illusien from beginning to end. Sa- 
gacious men! Sapient philosophers! Advocates of reason, who 
attribute faith in the doctrinesof Christ to mental imbecility, what 
a great degree of this must you possess! Where will you find faith, 
like this? Faith, not only unsupported by evidence, but in direct 
opposition to the best authenticated testimonies... Wherever you 
find it, such faith, I am persuaded, you will not find in all Israel. 


Yet these men affect to pity the weakness of Christians! Here 
they most certainly have forgotten themselves ; for if they had 
not, or were in possession of one spark of modesty, they would, 
on this subject, be for ever silent. When I hear a modern infide} 
pour contempt on the mental weakness of Christians, | think of a 
Locke, who anatomized the human mind, and described its vari- 
ous powérs and operations ; of a Boyle, who explored the secret 
springs of nature, and developed the causes of many of its phe- 
nomena ; of a Newton, who traversed the aerial and starry re-_ 
gions, measured the magnitude of the Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
ascertained their various distances, and traced their re¥olutions : 


<f 
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I think of these, and many others, and imagine I hear an Ow/ 





complaining of the harsh and unmelodious notes of the Night- 






ingale, a Pigmy lamenting the weakness of a Giant, or a Glow 






worm pitying the dim lustre of the great luminary of heaven. 






Some men of talents, however, have pleaded the cause of infi- 





delity. To what principle can we rationally attribute their conduct ? 






To their contempt of the pious frauds and lying wonders of Po- 






perv, the wickedness of Priests, or the corruptions of Hierarchies ? 
{t cannotbe denied, but these thingshave greatly contributed tothe 
production and spread of infidel principles among those superficial 
thinkers, who, in their investigation of truth, never penctrate be- 
neath the surface. But shall we trace the infidelity of Philosophers 









to any of these sources? Philosophers, whose business it is to lay 






aside all vulgar prejudices, to divest truth and falsehood of all their 





appendages, and consider them simply as they are? This wouldbe to 






strip them of their boasted wisdom, and place them onan inglorious 
level with the vulgar herd. To what then shall their infidelity be 
attributed ? Partly to inattention to the Evidences of Christianity. 
They do not impartially and diligently consider the subject. Dr. 








Johnson informs us, that Hume confessed to a Clergyman, that he 





had never attentively examined the New Testament. May we 






not suppose this to have been the case with many others? Is it 






not probable, that an attentive perusal of the Scriptures, and a 





careful consideration of the evidence of their truth and divine in- 
spiration, would have had the same happy effect upon them, which 
it had upon Lord Littleton and Gilbert West, Esq.? These men 
** had both imbibed the principles of infidelity, and had agreed 
together to write in favour of it. To do this more effectually, they 
judged it necessary, first to acquaint themselves well with the 
contents of the Bidle. By the perusal of that book, however, they 
were both convinced of their error, and both took up their pens 
in favour of the religion of Jesus: the former wrote, On the Con- 
version of St. Pau: ; the latter, On the Resurrection of Christ.” 
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The chief cause of infidelity, however, is the love of sin; and to 
this cause the blessed Redeemer ascribed it, when he said, * Men 
love darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil.” Di- 
vine Revelation forbids sin, on pain of futurepunishment ; but men 







love sin, and therefore reject Divine Revelation. 






REFLECTIONS ON WAR. 






WAR, whether offensive or defensive, is a picture of desolation: 
In no one point of view does it exhibit an amiable feature: take 
the best side of it: What see you tocommend it? There is a 
childish, foolish pomp ; there is a vain and fleeting glory ; there 
is an empty and deceitful honor ; but there is no lasting advan- 
tage ; there is no brotherly love: throughout it is one continued 
scene of savage cruelty, and unprincipled licentiousness, thirsting 
for dominion, at the price of blood, and purchasing greatness at 


the expence of humanity. 
















I would to God that every unthinking encourager of war, was 
made to feel in his own person the misery and ruin that it brings 





upon the peaceable and industrious! Severe experience wouldthen 





convince him, that notwithstanding the shameful and precarious 





gain of a few, War is ultimately a serious loss to society; and 





that whether it turn out successful, or unsuccessful, it spreads de- 





vastation through every class of the community, 





Of the numerous wars recorded in history, how few have been 





commenced upon justifiable principles? An invincible lust of ava- 





rice, joined to a tyranizing and despotic ambition, has plunged 





the nations of the earth into unreasonable animosities, and deluged 





the world with the innocent blood of millions. By what rule of 





reason by what precept of the gospel, do Christians set up 





the banners of defiance and sharpen the sword for cach others 





destruction ? 
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Followers of a meek and lowly Master, professors of a religion 
which breathes no other spirit than that of universa! forbearance, 
and universal good-will, is it a part of your creed to murder a 
fellow creature who has never done you any injury, and against 
whom you have not the slightest personal ill-will? Of all the - 
various combinations of folly and wickedness surely this is at once 
the most diabolical, and most ridiculous! 


The conviction that it is for ‘the interest and happiness of all 
parties to be at peace with each other, forces itself upon the mind 
toostrongly,to be dispelled by any wretched motives of expediency 
or policy. Peace has uniforinly profited all nations ; war has uni- 
formly depopulated and impoverished them. I solemnly believe 
and hope, there is not at this moment, a country under the face 
of heaven, the great mass of whose inhabitants does not, with 
heart and soul, wish for Wars to cease in all the World! Ask 
the husbandman what is his opinion, he will tell you, that he 
would be glad to hear “ they had beat their swords into plough- 
shares,and their spears into pruning hooks.” Put the same question 
to the tradesman, to the merchant, to the manufacturer, to the 
day-labourer, to the poor at large 3 and they will all answer with 
one voice, ** We abhor, we detest war; it takes from us the hard 
earned fruits of our labour, and gives us nothing but poverty and 
misery in return.” 


If we attend to the consequences of war, what a wide field of 
misery opensupon us! Here the picture of desolation is completed, 
and we view this abominable scourge of mankind, as it appears 
when divested of its extraneous embellishments, and arrayed in 
the dismal garb of truth. Asthe final issue of an obstinate contest, 
there must necessarily be many lives lost on both sides; destruc- 
tion has then done her worst and selected the objects of her fury ; 
the grave, that tells no tales, silently receives her myriads of 
murdered souls ; and ungrateful ambition, forgetting the blood by 
which victory was purchased, dwells only with rapture on the 
glory of her conquests! Oh! that the great ones of the earth 
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were but a little more inclined to the reflection? What conquest 
was ever worth the useful lives lost to accomplish it? What bat- 
tle was ever fought that did not hurry thousands of trembling and 
unprepared souls into the presence of their offended Redeemer ? 
O God! when thou makest inquisition for blood, upon whom wilt 
thou lay the guilt of those torrents of blood that have been shed 
for no earthly purpose whatever, but to gratify the detestable and 
insolent ambition of a few poor puny creatures like ourselves. 


At the conclusion of a spirited and long contested war, there is 
scarcelya cottage to be met with that does not bear visible marks 
of its fruits. In one miserable hut you may behold, seated at their 
scanty meals, a mother and her tribe of half-starved children ; 
but father you will find none ; death met him in the field of bat- 
tle, and in a moment, made his children fatherless and his wife 
a widow. Here you view an aged couple, bent double with in- 
firmities and years, and, God knows! but little capable to sustain 


a protracted journey through the winter of life, yet hoping still to 


see better days, when the war is ended, and their children are 
returned. Time that at length brings all things to bear, finishes 
the war; but time does not bring back their children. To the 
artificial advantages of war, I oppose, with confidence, the real 
losses of mankind: to the pomp and splendor of martial heroism, 
I oppose the orphan’s tears, and the widow’s cry: And to the 
enthusiastic, vain and idle boast of the victor, the sad and untime- 
ly fate of the vanquished. When the glorics of battle are the 
theme of conversation, how seldom are those remembered who 
fought and who fell in it! Twenty thousand of what are called 
common soldiers, might perish, and no one concern himself to 
enquire how they died, or where they were buried; but let 
inhuman and insolent pride be told, that every one of these poor 
men, who thus fell neglected and forgotten, were as faithful to 
their country, had dispositions as good, and hearts as brave and 
honest, and souls as dear, as the greatest and noblest warrior 
among them. How often are the common soldiers doomed * te 
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beg bitter bread through realms their valour saved,” while toe 
many who are conversant only in the knaveries of war, and who 
without virtue, labour, or hazard, are growing rich, while their 
country is impoverishing, find their infamies at length rewarded, 
by equipages that shine like meteors, and palaces that rise like 
exhalations. War being thus a national misfortune, and of be- 
nefit to those only, who, of all others, least deserve to be bene- 
fited, can never with any complacency be looked upon in the 
erroneous light of a necessary evil. Arguments are not wanting 


to prove, that men were never created to be a sconrge and nuis- 
ance to one other. We have but to reflect upon the nature of 
Jife, and all animosities must instantly vanish. Fellow travellers 
through a vale of sorrow! fellow sufferers in a world of wretch- 
edness! all setting out from the same spot! all bound to the 


same place! all encountering the same enemy—death! all ex- 


ploring the same unknown region—the grave! all sleeping si- 
lent in the dust and forgotten! all rising from the dust, when 
every man shall receive his own reward! When we consider life 
in this awful point of view, it is astonishing how christian nations 
can make war upon each other,or forbear to live together in 
UNITY like BRETHREN. 


. 


AN ADDRESS ‘SO RICH PROFESSORS OF RELIGION. 


© YE forsaken sons of poverty, and ancient daughtersof sorrow, 
who pine away in your desolate garrets or cellars without fire 
in winter, destitute of food, physic or nurse in sickness; raise a 
moment your emaciated bodies wrapt up in thread-bare blankets, 
if you are possessed of such a covering; and tell me, tell the 
world, how many of our gay professors of religion have sought 
and found you out in your deplorable condition ; how many have 
come to visit.in you and worship with you, the Man of Sorrows, 
who once laid on the cold ground in a bloody sweat ? when did 
they make your bed in your sickness ?. when have they kindly 
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enquired into all your wants, and sympathized in all your tempt- 
ations, supported your drooping heads in a fainting fit, revived 
your sinking spirits with suitable cordials, gently wiped your cold 
sweats, and mixed them with their tears of pity ? Alas! you some- 
times find more compassion and assistance in yourextremity from 
those who never name the name of Christ, than from our easy 
Antinomian, Laodicean believers ; their wants are richly supplied, 
thatis enough, they do not enquire into your’s and youare ashamed, 
or afraid to trouble them with the dismal story; nor indeed would 
some of them understand you if you did. While the table of some 
believers, (so called) is alternately loaded with a variety of deli- 
cate meats, and rich wines, what have ye to sustain sinking na- 
ture? alas! one may soon see your all of food or physic. A 
pitcher of water stands by your bedside, the only piece of furni- 
ture left in your wretched apartments; the Lord God bless the 
poor widow that brought it to you, with her two mites; Heaven 
reward a thousand fold the loving creature, that not only shares 
with you, but freely bestows upon you all her living, even all 
that she hath, when they forgot to enquire after you, and to send 
you something out of their luxurious abundance. The Son of 
man once forsaken by all the disciples, and comforted by an an. 
gel, make her bed in the time of sickness, and a watching band 
of celestial spirits carry her charitable soul into Lazarus’s bosom 
in the awful hour of dissolution. 1 had rather be in her case, 
though she should not so confidently profess the faith, than in 
yours. O ye caressed believers, who let your affluence overflow 
to those, who have more need to learn frugality in the school of 
scarceness, than to receive bounties which feed their sensuality, 
and indulge their pride. And ye women professing godliness, 
who enjoy the blessings of health and abundance, in whose streets 
there is no complaining, no decay, whose daughters are as the 
polished corners of the temple; when did you want visitors? 
Alas! you have too many for the good they do you or them. Does 
not your conversation, which begins with the love of Jesus, 


terminate in religious scandal, as naturally as your soul which 
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once began in the Spirit now ends in the flesh. O that your 
visitors were as ready to attend work-houses, jails, infirmaries 
and hospitals, as they are to wait upon you. O that at least, 
like the Doreas’s, the Phebe’s and Pricilla’s of old, you would 
teach them cheerfully to work for the poor; to be the free ser- 
vants of the church, and tender nurses of the sick. © that they 
saw in you the holy women of old, the widows who are widows 
indeed, who formerly entertained strangers, washed the saints 
feet, instructed the young women, and continued night and day 
in prayer. But alas! the love of many once warm, as the 
smoaking flax, is waxed cold, instead of taking fire and flaming: 
Almost all, when they come to the foot of the bill of Difficulty, 
take their leave of Jesus, as a guide, because he leads on through 
spiritual death, to the Regeneration: and disliking the high-way 
of the cross, under the fair pretence that blind papists walk 
therein, make for themselves and others, broad and downward 
roads to ascend the steep hill of Zion. 


JUDGE HALE’S EXPERIENCE OF THE INWARD AND 
INVISIBLE GUIDANCE OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD. 


THOSE that truly fear God, have a secret guidance from a 
higher wisdom than what is barely human ; namely, the spirit of 
truth and wisdom, that doth really and truly, but secretly, pre- 
vent and direct them. Any man that sincerely and truly fears 
Almighty God, relies upon him, and calls upon him forhis guidance 
and direction, hath it as really as a son hath the counsel and direc- 
tion of his father. And though the Voice be not audible, nor the 
direction always perceptible, or discernable to sense ; yet it is 
equally as real as ifa man heard the voice saying, this ts the way, 
walk in it. 


And this secret direction of Almighty God, is principally seen in 
matters relating to the good of the soul ; yet it may also be found 
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in the concerns of this life, which a good man, that fears God, 
and begs his direction, shall very often, if not at all times, find. 






I cancall my own experience to witness, that even in the exter- 
nal actions of my whole life, I was never disappointed of the best 
guidance and direction, when I have, in humility and sincerity, 


implored the secret direction and guidance of the divine. wisdom. 







The observation of the seéret knowledge of admonition of the 
Spirit of God in the heart, as it is an effectual means, so it is a 
calm and comfortable means to cleanse and sanctify thy heart ; 
and the more it is attended unto, the more it will be conversant 
with thy soul, for thy instruction. In the midst of thy difficulties, 
it will be thy counsellor: in the midst of thy temptations, it will 
be thy strength; anda grace sufficient for thee: in the midst of 
thy troubles, it will be thy light, and thy comforter: only beware 
thou néglect not the voice of this Spirit, it may be thy neglect 
may quench it, and thou mayest never hear that voice more. 



















It is impossible for thee to enjoy that which must make thee 
happy, till thou art deeply sensible of thy own emptiness and 
nothingness ; and thy spirit thereby brought down, and laid in the 
dust. The Spirit of Christ is an humbling Spirit, the mde thou 
hast of it, the more it will humble thee ; and it is a sign, that 
either thou hast it not, or that it is yet over-mastered by thy cor- 
ruptions, if thy heart be still haughty. 











Watch therefore, the secret persuasions and dissuasions of the 
spirit of God, and beware thou quench it not, nor grieve it: be 
sure thou observe this voice. This wind that blows where it list- 







eth, if shut out, resisted,or grieved, may hapily never breathe upon 
thee again, but leave thee to be hardened in thy sins: Butif observ- 
ed, and obeyed, thou shalt be sure to have it thy monitor, and 
director upon all occasions. When thou goest it will lead thee, 







when thou sleepest, it will keep thee, and when thou awakest, it 
will talk with thee. . 
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“ON THE AMBITIOUS. 


IN that superb palace resides the ambitious Lorenzo, whose life 
is employed in the low purpose of acquiring some guilded name 
of vanity, that he may huff the world in state, and imperiously 
hold the reins of government in triumph. See how he sweats and 
‘toils to ascend the precipice of grandeur, and gain the applause of 
the flattering croud.— In a little time, says the Self-Deceiver, 
I shall enter the temple of fame, and receive the laurels of immor- 
tality and renown. Unborn nations shall record my actions, and 
monuments of marble declare my praise; the globe shall roll 
beneath my feet, and cringing mortals submissively bow in my 
presence. I shall swim through the current of life with luxuriant 
ease, gently slumber in the arms of death, and be pompously in- 
terred with my ancestors.” Unthinking fool! He little considers 
how many thousand incidents may crop his designs, and overcast 
the pleasing prospect. The adoring throng may blast his honor, 
and the present promoters of his felicity contrive his ruin. His 
pleasures may shortly prove scorpions, and his softest delights be 
attended with pain. His sumptuous fare and luxurious dishes, 
cannot protect him from the seizure of misfortune and the ad- 
vances of time. Old age flies through the scenes of wantonness, 
and death lurks beneath the bowls of riot. The king of terrors 
pursues life through every path, and makes an equal level at the 
prince and beggar. And ere long Lorenzo shall feel the dissolv- 
ing pang, and in his last groan for life, shall find his purple robes, 
his splendid chariot, his gaudy equipage, and numerous levee, to 
be no more than the visions of a day, that vanish at night and dis- 
appear iu darkness. Life itself is but a mere shadow, its dimen- 
sions are circumscribed, and its boundaries limited. Human life 
is placed ina frail and crazy vehicle, obnoxious to dissolution every 
moment, shaken with the most insignificant trifle, surprized by 
the shocks of the least disorder, and totally ruinated by the as- 
saults of death. Its longest duration is but a day, and just as a 
shadow when night approaches, it vanishes out of view. Som® 
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searcely make their appearance on the stage of life before they 
retire to the regions of the grave. Numbers only spend the morn- 
ing of mortality before their exit. . And the latest continue no 


longer on the Theatre of the World, than till the awful covering 
of the night overspreads the scene, and the blow of death com- 








pleats the tragedy. 









Ye sacred Powers! what then is man? A flying vapour, that 


disappears with a thought, an immortal being, that lives for ever! 





‘© I tremble at myself, and in myself am lost!” Fancy soars on 






the plumes of imagination, and reason, inebriate with thought, 
reels in wonder. O, heavens! What a miracle is man to him- 
self! Though the rocks shall dissolve, and the mountains vanish 
in smoke, yet man, immortal man, shall live for ever. Man, though 
a child of dust, is a son of eternity, born to unfading bliss, or per- 
petual misery. Man, a compound of earth, anda mixture of im- 








mortality, is bora to endless life, and unbounded existence. The 





world is a little eminence above the grave, on which we are to 
act our parts, till death pluaders life, and sweeps us off the stage. 
Time flies, life wastes, earth fades, nature sickens, and man dies. 








—— 3) 


VICE INCOMPATABLE WITH THE DIGNITY OF MAN. 





MANKIND are generally willing to lay claim to the most ex- 
alted and dignified rank in the scale of being; they consider them- 
selves as the lords of the lower creation, and suppose that all sub- 


ordinate creatures were created for their use. 









Ask for what end the heavenly bodies shine— 
—Earth for whose use ? 
MAN answers—* Tis for mine : 

“ For me kind nature wakes her genial power, 

** Suckles each herb, and spreads out ev’ry flow’r ; 


Annual for me, the grape, the rose renew 


















‘*« The juice nectarious and the balmy dew; 
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“ For me, the mine a thousand treasures brings ; 
“ For me, health gushes from a thousand springs ; 
“* Seas roll to waft me, suns to light me ‘rise, 

“ My footstool earth, my canopy the skies.” 


—Here let us pause—Is this the language of mankind? Was all 
nature created subservient to their happiness ? What returns of 
gratitude are then due to the God of Nature, the creator of all 
these things? But this is not all; provision is not only made for 
our happiness in this life, but futurity is full of pleasures for man ; 
but notwithstanding all that has been done to promote our felicity, 
we are so ungrateful as to refuse happiness: Instead of perform- 
ing those duties which are necessarily connected with our present 
and future happiness, we pursue those practices which tend direct- 
ly to make us miserable. Is this acting according to the boasted 
dignity of man ? surely no. Would mankind act up to_their digni- 
ty, every species of vice and dissipation would be driven from the 
earth, and every virtue shine forth in all our actions with dis- 
tinguished lustre, To act up to the dignity of man, considered 
as a rational and moral being, is to be virtuous; the consequence °«§ ° 
of which will be happiness here and hereafter: Therefore, while 
vice and immorality are our distinguishing characteristics, we must 
acknowledge with a blush, that, The gold is become dim, and 
the most fine gold changed. 


——<—-_ - 


FAITH, WORKS, LOVE. 


By faith we live on God. 
By works we live to God. 
By Love we live in God. 


PRAYER. 


Prayer is the converse of the Soul with God, the breath of Goe 
m mag returning to its original. 
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Poetry. 


THOUGHTS ON FRIENDSHIP. 
NATURE and friendship sits the soul 


Above a sinful world’s controul, 
And fits it for delight ; 
Dispels each gloom of earthly grief, 
Midst weighty troubles yields relief, " 

And makes each burthen light. 
How happy they who own its ties, 

To earthly cares superior rise, 

And set the world at nought ; 
Who striving forward towards the end, 
Secure the SAVIOUR for their friend, 

And love the truths he taught. 


May Friendship’s sacred currents roll, 
And union spread from pole to pole, 
Till earthly jubiles cease ; 

And every heart expanding prove 
The seat of union, joy and love, 

And own the PRINCE of PEACE. 
Then shall our sleeping dust arise, 
The Lord of Sabaoth rend the skies, 

And bid the saints attend : 

The sacred Jubile shall be held, 
The great Emanuel reveal’d, 


The UNIVERSAL FRIEND. 
a 


EARTHLY GLORY. 


GLORY is like 2 circle in the water, 
Which never ceaseth to enlarge itself 
Till by broad spreading it disperse to nought. 
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SONNET TO CHARITY. 


DAUGHTER of heav’n sublime! thou ray of God! 
, Pure essence ! sprung from pure celestial love ! 
Rich is the bosom grac’d with thy abode, 
And poor the wretch thy spirit fails to move, 
O fill my heart—each thought, each word control, 
And fix th’ ETERNAL’s stamp—his image on my soul! 


Teach me to look with Candour’s modest eye— 
Prone to absolve, while still the last to blame : 
Teach me to heave the sympathetic sigh, 
And spare the blushes of ingenuous shame.” 


To think no ill—to dare no cruel deed— 
In one wide circle to embrace mankind, 
Be this my study, this my glorious meed, 
And Heaven must view, well pleas’d, its own reflected mind. 


—att Ss 


RESIGNATION. 


WITH patient mind thy course of duty run, 
God nothing does, or suffers to be done, 

But thou wouldst do thyself, if thou couldst see 
The end of all events as well as he 


ON TIME. 


TIME that is past, thou never canst recal, 
Of time to come, thou art not sure at all, 
Time present only is within thy power, 

And therefore now improve the present hour. 
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